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IT’S OUR FAVORITE TIME OF THE YEAR -- HARVEST!

The summer sun has come and and gone but we sure did live it up. Celebrations included our annual  
company party, Dobbes Summer Fest, Paws For a Cause, and Portland’s biggest and best food and beverage 
festival, FEAST! Now the time has come to craft yet another stellar vintage of Wine By Joe and Dobbes Family 
Estate wines...

We received our first fruit on September 12th this year and since then, we have been busy with the grapes 
coming in from across Oregon, including the Willamette Valley and Southern Oregon’s Rogue Valley. We’re 
thrilled to have a new crew of twenty interns who are busy sorting, crushing and pressing grapes for our 
much-anticipated 2019 wines. It is safe to say our hands are now proudly stained purple!

Thank you for your continued support of our brands that our hearts and hard work craft! If you find yourself 
in Dundee this Harvest season, stop by the tasting room to say hi. We are offering harvest tours every Friday 
and have a calendar full of other fun events. Checkout our website to see what’s going on.

Happy Harvest,

The Dobbes & Wine by Joe Team

Pinot in The City Houston
February 4th

Pebble Beach Food & Wine
April 16th - 19th

UPCOMING 2020 E VENTS

World of  Pinot Noir 
March 5th - 7th

Austin Food & Wine 
April
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FROM OUR DOBBES WINEMAKER

With Harvest upon us, we are busier than ever picking and processing grapes, working long days (and nights), 
making decisions on the go, and handling whatever Mother Nature puts in our path. We were able to get a few 
minutes from Andy McVay, our Dobbes Family Estate Winemaker, to ask him some questions about what the 
2019 harvest is looking like.
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WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE VINEYARDS AND IN THE CELLAR THIS TIME OF YEAR? 
“It’s GO time! We have 10 interns in the Dobbes cellar who I am teaching how to handle harvest, some first timers  
and some veterans, but all are willing to work hard for the sake of beautiful wine. We are currently dodging the  
rain and holding out on picking certain vineyards until we reach ‘peak’ maturity.”
 
IS THIS AN EARLY OR LATE HARVEST? 
“Due to the abundance of recent rain and cool temperatures, we have been forced into an early harvest this year. 
With bud break in mid-April, I expected Willamette Valley Pinot Noir harvest to start the first week of October. 
We started five to seven days later than 2018, but the rain and cool temperatures have now caught us up with 2018.” 

2019 VINTAGE IS  LOOKING GOOD
EXPEC T L IGHTER BODIED,  MORE ELEGANT WINE

HOW WE ARE MAKING OUR PICKING DECISIONS THIS VINTAGE? 
“Just like every year, it is crucial that all picking decisions are based on acid, sugar,  
balance, and vineyard integrity.”
 
ANYTHING UNIQUE ABOUT THIS VINTAGE SO FAR? 
“This vintage is overall cooler than some of the hot vintages we’ve had more recently in 
the Willamette Valley. The 2019 vintage is a bit more ‘normal’ for Oregon wine.”

PREDICTION OF WHAT THE ‘19 VINTAGE WILL LOOK LIKE. 
“I’m expecting less intensity than the last five vintages. Cooler vintages produce lighter 
bodied, more elegant wine with moderate alcohol and acid. 2019 is warmer than the  
vintages of 2010 and ’11, but cooler than the last seven vintages.” Andy McVay 

Winemaker



VINTAGE VARIATION IN OREGON

DOBBESFAMILYESTATE.COM      @DOBBESWINERY    |   WINEBYJOE.COM      @WINEBYJOE

HOW HAS WILLAMETTE VALLEY VINTAGE VARIATION TRENDED IN THE LAST FEW YEARS?
“There has been a solid trend of warmer weather since 2011, but nature tends to be cyclical rather than linear. 
We’re bound to have a recovery year, particularly one that balances out soil moisture, which can affect the next 
vintage’s yield. 2019 is really the first cooler vintage in seven years.”
 
HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THIS VINTAGE THUS FAR?
“It’s always better to be a Monday night quarter back when describing vintage personality. I’m holding 
my comments for 2019 until January/February of 2020. Oregon winemakers have lived through more  
challenging vintages than most new-world winemaking regions in the world. We’re experienced in making great 
wines in all conditions. Stay tuned for my summary!”

NE W RELEASES
2018 Dobbes Family Estate Grenache Blanc - Rogue Valley AVA

2018 Wine By Joe Rosé of Pinot Noir - Willamette Valley AVA

2018 Wine By Joe Chardonnay - Willamette Valley AVA

2018 Wine By Joe Pinot Blanc - Willamette Valley AVA

2016 Wine By Joe Pinot Noir - Oregon 



NE W SCORES
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TOOLS NOW AVAILABLE TO YOU ON OUR TRADE SITES

DOBBES FAMILY ESTATE

92 POINTS & CELLAR SELECTION 
2016 Patricia’s Cuvée Pinot Noir 

Willamette Valley AVA

91 POINTS  
2016 Eola-Amity Cuvée Pinot Noir 

Eola-Amity Hills AVA

91 POINTS  
2018 Grenache Blanc 

Rogue Valley AVA

89 POINTS    
2018 Viognier 

Rogue Valley AVA

WINE BY JOE

90 POINTS & TOP 100 BEST BUY 2019   
2018 Pinot Blanc 

Willamette Valley AVA

89 POINTS & BEST BUY  
2018 Rosé of Pinot Noir

Willamette Valley AVA

Tasting Notes
Bottle Shots
AVA Map

Tasting Notes
Bottle Shots
Shelf Talkers

Sell Sheets
Accolades

Cans
Kegs

Shelf Talkers
Sell Sheets
Accolades

DOBBES FAMILY ESTATE 
https://www.dobbesfamilyestate.com/tools-and-media/trade-tools/

WINE BY JOE 
https://www.winebyjoe.com/trade/



RACHAEL FISHMAN 
Cel lar  Master

GRETCHEN B O O CK 
CEO & Very First  Employee 

gretchen@winebyjoe.com

rachael@dobbesfamilyestate.com
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Though Gretchen’s roots return to the pre-Prohibition 
days of hop farming in Oregon, they go even further 
back five generations to her relatives who still operate 
vineyards in Reims, France. Agriculture and booze are 
certainly in her blood, as this is what she has dedicated 
 her entire professional career to. She put herself through 
college working for her parents, building wineries and 
while completing her dual degrees in Ag-Business 
and Spanish, Gretchen began her winery career in the  
cellar. In 2002, when Joe founded the Company, he knew  
exactly who to call. Gretchen worked her way from Cellar 
Master to Business Operations, and to CEO. She is also a 
proud mother of three and has found a balance between 
family life and her career. She loves being part of this  
exciting group!

Rachael’s passion to learn and experience all that is  
winemaking has taken her to some very special places 
in the world. She calls California home but has recently 
sought the treasures of Oregon and Pinot Noir from 
the Willamette Valley. After studying Wine Business 
at Sonoma State and working several years in sales and 
hospitality, Rachael discovered her deeper passion for 
winemaking. She spent many years soaking up all that 
Sonoma County has to offer before heading to Fresno 
State where she completed a certificate in Enology. Her 
desire to learn and travel landed her in the Yarra Valley 
of Australia and Central Otago of New Zealand.  She 
has worked with Pinot Noir in some of its most famous  
regions and is delighted to continue to learn and grow 
with Dobbes Family Estate!


